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1710. 





From my Brother's Houfe in Narfolk- 
ftrect, Odober 18. 


Have no Defign in my Writ- 
ings to produce any thing that 
touches the Reputation of par- 
ticular Perfons. When I treat 


of Private Aromas x is done only to 


expofe Vice, and fhew the Excellen- 
cy of Vertue. If any thing! fa 
happens to reach the exact Cafe 
of a Family, it- is no more than a 
chance hit ; for I difguifé Matters of 
| this kind that none can tell when or 
where the thing | hintat was done. 


The following Epiftle I received 
from a Perfon, who contentedly fits 
at home, and fees bis beautiful Wife 
beftow her Favours upon Strangers. 


SIR, 
T! ME provides my young Bride 
Julia and her handfom Sifter 


with feveral favourable Opportu- 


* nities; buta while ago they met 
* with a mighty Difappointment: 
* For Sempronius and Troi/a, cheir 
* wo Gallants; coming to meet them 
* ata Place appointed, were feized 
‘ upon, and thrown into Prifon; 
* where they did not continue to be 
fo long expofed as I defired, for thé 
next Day my dear Wife caufed 
them to be releafed, and carried off 
ina Difguife. The Imprifonment 

‘ of Sempronius drew Showers of 
© Tears fram Fulia’s Eyes,who fang 
* her paffionate ‘Refentments undcr 
* colour of bewailing the Death of 
* a Lady, whom the knew little of. 
* But in time fhe grew weary of this 
‘ admirable Lover, and chofe a fe- 
* cond, whom fhe was quickly fur- 
* feited with ; becaule he! wrote a 
© Letrer to a former Miftref3, dif: 
* covering his Amours with her.My 
‘ Bride being ask’d, why fhe dif- 
© mifs'd fo perfonable a Man, an- 
* {wer'd, he was of little ufeé to her, 
com; 
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comparing himto the World, as 
being falfe to his Truft. ‘The me- 


lancholy Lover, at the brink of 


Defpair, after his Farewel, mele- 
ing in Sorrow, had dettroy’d him- 
felfin a diftane Wildernefa; if I 
(who knew the Sceret, and for 
the good of others pretended Igno- 
rance) had not enjoyn'd my chafte 
Wife to recall him ; which fhe did 
very much again{t her Will,proud- 
ly wifhing,that fome Fellow might 
kall him on her account, But thefe 
Fools are grown {Carce, fince the 

are laugh’d at: For to eat ones 
Hat-Feather ina Rage, like Ladorre, 
and to throw an Ink-Bottle at the 
Lady’s Eyes, as Clermont d° Amboife 
did in Anger, thefé are Frenzies 
and Jealoufies which are but too 
common, and which I knew and 
clearly faw. Confenting to my 
own Difhonour, and giving them 
by my Patience, the Courage and 
Opportunity of offending: My 
Bride knows it very well, as do 
feveral who have ailifted her in 
her Diverfions: Neither was I fo 
blind in an Affair fo apparent, as 
not to perceive, as well as others, 
that one of her Gallants frequently 
cameto her in her Parlour when 
fhe was in a loofe Drefs ; 
when, in the Evening, I was either 
playing, or walking in the Garden 
with my Companions, gave him 
an Opportunity to enter her Em- 
braces. Her Freedom draws to 
my Houfe Crowds of Gentlemen, 
and her Beauty retains them; nei- 
ther is there fCarce any genteel 
Spark in the Neighbourhood, who 
has not been an humble Servant to 


* Julia my tempting Wife ; the be- 
ing like the Grave or the Sea, 
which receives all that is thrown 
into its deep Caverns. Pray, Sir, 
you that are well skiil'd in reclaim- 
ing \Wantons, fend me your Ad- 
vice, what mult be done in the 
Matter: For lapprehend, that if 
fome {peedy {top be not put to the 
Career of my Bride’s Pleafure, my 
little Fabrick, which has but three 
Rooms on a Floor, in a narrow 
Street, will not in a while hold her 
Admirers ; they crowd inupon me 
fo falt ; and in fo doing you'll ve- 
ry much oblige him who is, &e. 


ofr eananearanaertaennneaene 


TheAnfwer to the foregoing Epiftle. 


SIR, 

I Should account my felf a Mon- 
¢ * (ter of Cruelty to remain filent 
* in this Affair ; but all I can fay. is 
‘.only to tell you, that I commife- 
‘ rate Yaad fad Chance, and would 
‘ advife you, for the fake of your 
* own Peace, fpeedily to befpeak a 
‘ ftrong Iron Cage, and lock up 
¢ your Wife in it ; and my Honour 
* for yours, you'll have her fafe e- 
* nough ro your felf: For the Prifon 
* I fpeak of will be fo clofé and nau- 
* feous that none will be fond of vi- 
* fiting her there. Iam with much 
* Concern, Yours, Se, 

Heifter Ryley, 





From the Fountain Tavern in the 
Strand, O@ober 19. 


Went to this Houfe and continued 
fome time at the Bar, asking and 
an{wering 











anfwering Queftions, when a Poem 
of Mr. 4....n H...4 lying before us, 
became the Subject of our Converfa- 
tion, and among other Difcourfe, I 
told them the Story in my laft Viti- 
on ; and by that means difcovering 
who I was, a certain {weet-counte- 
nanc’d Gentleman, whom I had ob- 
ferved the People of the Houfe call’d 
a Poet, whifper’'d in my Ear, that 
he had fomething of Importance to 
communicate, and would follow me 
tothe Park, if 1 pleafed to give him 
the Privilege. Iam naturally of a 
Temper very curious and inquifi- 
tive, and immediately complied with 
his Defire. I was fCarce got within 
the Horfe-Guard-Gate, when the 
Gentleman overtook me ; I had now 
a better Light and Leifure to obferve 
his Air, Turn, and Countenance ; 
and perceive that he could not be 
much above ‘T'wenty Six, if he has 
reach’d that Age. Heisa Man ofa 
graceful Afpeét, fmooth Speech, 
tall Stature, and fair Complexion. 
As foon as he came up with me, he 
fmil’d, and ask’d me whether I knew 
him ; I told him no. Why, Sir, 
(fays he) my Name is H..../, and lam 
glad of this lucky Opportunity to 
entreat you, for certain private Rea- 
fons, notto publifh any particular 
Remarks upon my Verfcs. You may 
imagine mySurprize was very great; 
for Il expected to have found Mr. 
H....1 quite another kind of Man: 
However, after a little Paufe, I falu- 
ted him with much Civility, and 
told him, that if fuch a fmall Com- 
pliance might obligea Gentleman, 
tor whom I| had fo profund a Re- 
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fpect, he might depend upon my 
Resdinefs to obey him. Bur, Sir, 
(added I, with no little Amazement 

you are a fprightly young Man, cod 
every way the Reverfe of what you 
appear in fome of your Writings. I 
fhould be glad if you would favour 
me with the reafon of this Matter. 
With all ‘my Heart, Sir, (replied he 
fmiling). You muft know that my 
Relation is as far from the Family of 
the Bickerflaffs, as my true Age is 
from my pretended one; but this 
proceeds not from my own Inclina- 
tion to impofe upon the World, but 
from the Knowledge I have of the 
vitiated Tafte of the Times we live 
in. Conceitednef3and Pride are the 
Epidemical Difeafes of the Age, and 
a Fool won't hear he isa Fool, ora 
Knave that he is a Knave, from the 
Mouth of any particular Perfon. 
Parties and Prejudices are become fo 
common, and their Influences are 
unhappily fo very univerfal, that ’tis 
neceflary, where a Perfon would be 
believed by every body, he fhould 
be known by no body: For inftead 
of liftening to the good Advice of 
the Man; we are ftudying how. by 
retorting upon his Frailties, to alle- 
viate our own. It was the Confide- 
ration of thefethings made me refolve 
to publifh fome Pieces in Obfcurity, 
and the good Succefs they met with 
in the World is chiefly owing to the 
Concealment of my Name. I was 
extreamly pleafed with this Franks 
nefs, and for fome time ftood fixed 
in a deep Contemplation on the mé- 
ftaken Relifh of the Publick, and 
the prodigious Folly and Inconveni- 
ence 
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ence of the thing we call Prejudice, 
the greateft Enemy to Reafon and 
Improvement that ever was, or ever 





Old Man's Coffee-Houfe,Ofober 19. 


T is very rude, and py ey 
to the quick, to tell a Man he 
knows not how to keep his Rank, 
and maintain the Dignity of his 
Character; and yet thefe are the 
Remonftrances Men often make to 
me when I come to this Place. Some 
blame me for the Softnefs of my 
Stile, others find faule with my man- 
ner of Drefling ; others cenfure me 
for {peaking fo favourably of the 
Women ; others for writing fo many 
Letters that tend to expofe the Folly 
of Men; others upbraid me for ap- 
ating fo often in Publick ; where 
fay they, to reproach me) I am ftill 
feen with my hoary Head to be as 
jocund as one of twenty. In all thefe 
Reports I will not deny but there 
may be fomething true ; but while I 
exceed not the Bounds of Modefty, 
it ought rather ro be efteemed a Com- 
mendation than a Fault, and I ought 
to be excufed fer ufing fuch merry 
Diverfions, which bring no Difgrace 
to my Character among Men of 
Thought. The frequent Bitternefs 
1 have tafted, and the many Vexati- 
ons which I have run through, ought 
to be fome kind of Plea for me. I 
know very well the Rules of Nature 


do not abfolutely command 2 Man 
to lay alde the innocent Refreth. 
ments of Life,fo long as ! 
a true Relifh of them, which I be- 
lieve I {hall do, were Lto liveto fee 


as many Kings Reigns as good old § 


Par did ; for | am naturally of a vi 
vacious Temper; nothing makes 
me fick butto fee Men run into Ex- 
cefles. For as much as Infirmities 
are the infeparable Attendants ot 
humane Conftitution, I take Care 
notto be enflaved by a vicious or 
over-long Recreation. Many can 
witnefs in abundance of Inftances 
relating to the Paflions the World 
believes lam moft fubjeét to,whether 
I have not often maintained their 
Opinions, even fo far as to tell thofe 
who pretend to rate at me, that | 
had rather lofe my Reputation, than 
the Pleafure of my Mind; which is 
necellary to me in honourable and 
ufeftul Affairs. However, I can bear 
with thefe and a thoufand other In- 
dignities which I meet with abroad. 
Thefe things do not in the leaft ruffle 
my Paifions, nor kindle in me the 
Flames of Anger ; I am fenfible,that 
they who appear in publick as 1 do, 
and treat of all the Affairs of the 
Town, muft be talk’d of and cen- 
fur'd ; yet for all that I'll be fteady, 
and keep on my Courfe, and Ge 
Quietnefs fake make the World be- 
lieve I run upon trifling Adventures 
in Progrefs abroad, though I never 
fo much as attempted or thought of 
any. 
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